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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 04-044

BY SENATOR(S) Cairns, Andrews, Anderson, Arnold, Chlouber, Dyer,
Entz, Evans, Fitz-Gerald, Gordon, Groff, Grossman, Hagedorn, Hanna,
Hillman, Isgar, Johnson S., Jones, Keller, Kester, Lamborn, May R.,
McElhany, Nichol, Owen, Phillips, Reeves, Sandoval, Takis, Tapia, Taylor,
Teck, Tupa, Veiga, and Windels;
also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Spence, Berry, Borodkin, Boyd, Briggs,
Brophy, Butcher, Cadman, Carroll, Cerbo, Clapp, Cloer, Coleman, Crane,
Decker, Fairbank, Frangas, Garcia, Hall, Harvey, Hefley, Hodge, Hoppe,
Jahn, Johnson R., Judd, King, Larson, Lee, Lundberg, Madden, Marshall,
May M., McCluskey, McFadyen, McGihon, Merrifield, Miller, Mitchell,
Paccione, Plant, Pommer, Ragsdale, Rhodes, Rippy, Romanoff, Rose,
Salazar, Schultheis, Sinclair, Smith, Spradley, Stafford, Stengel, Tochtrop,
Vigil, Weddig, Weissmann, Welker, White, Wiens, Williams S., Williams
T., Witwer, and Young.

CONCERNING RECOGNITION OF THE VIETNAMESE-AMERICAN
COMMUNITY OF COLORADO. 

WHEREAS, The people of the former Republic of Vietnam were valiant
in their resistance to the aggression of communist North Vietnam, and
thousands of Vietnamese men and women made the ultimate sacrifice in
defense of freedom; and

WHEREAS, Many officers and enlisted personnel of the former
Republic of Vietnam, as well as teachers, intellectuals, and artists, were
imprisoned as enemies of the state; and

WHEREAS, The current government of Vietnam continues to harass,
interrogate, and arrest individuals advocating democracy; and

WHEREAS, The flag of the free Vietnamese people consists of three
horizontal stripes of red upon a field of gold, and this flag is an eternal
symbol of the hope and love of freedom for all people of Vietnamese
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descent, just as the American flag symbolizes these virtues for citizens
across the United States; and

WHEREAS, Dating back to 1948, the red and gold striped flag has a
history in Vietnam and is a broader symbol of resilience, freedom, and
democracy for the Vietnamese-American community; and

WHEREAS, This flag remains as a poignant reminder of the threat of
communism and the imperative of remaining vigilant in opposition to
tyranny of all forms and to actively support human rights; and

WHEREAS, The end of the Vietnam conflict produced an exodus of
over two million Vietnamese seeking political asylum in the free world who
bravely risked their lives to live under the prosperity of democracy; and

WHEREAS, Many of these refugees settled in Colorado, and thousands
of Vietnamese Americans and residents of Vietnamese descent live in
Colorado; and

WHEREAS, Colorado's Vietnamese-American community has a long
history of and makes significant contributions to the cultural, religious, and
political realms and the business and economic development of Colorado;
now, therefore,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-fourth General Assembly of the
State of Colorado, the House of Representatives concurring herein:

1.  That we, the members of the General Assembly, recognize the
contributions of the Vietnamese-American community to the culture,
religion, politics, business, and economic development of the state of
Colorado; and

2.  That we recognize the gold flag with three red stripes as the flag of
the Vietnamese-American community of Colorado.
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Be It Further Resolved, That copies of this Joint Resolution be sent to
the recognized leaders of the Vietnamese-American community in
Colorado.

____________________________  ____________________________
John Andrews Lola Spradley
PRESIDENT OF SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES

____________________________  ____________________________
Mona Heustis Judith Rodrigue
SECRETARY OF CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE
THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES

           


